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Figs. 5, 6, 1, 2 - Sollasites thiersteini n. sp. 5) Holotype USNM 240477, interior of 
coccosphere. Sample 330-3-2, 115 em, X 3300. 6) Same specimen, proximal view 
of two of the coccoliths, X 12,000. 1) Para type USNM 240478, proximal view, 

X 10,000. 2) Paratype USNM 240479, distal view, X 10,000. 

Description: 

Diagnosis: A species of Sollasites with a solid central platform connected to the 

rim at four points which lie roughly along the major and minor axes of the 

ellipse. 

Description: The monocyclic distal shield is composed of approximately 40 

slightly imbricate radial elements. The platform covers most of the central area 

with only four narrow slits separating it from the rim. The distal surface of 

the platform is composed of thin laths, the arrangement of which is not well 

defined, although triangular-shaped laths extend from the rim toward the center 

of the platform at the point of juncture of those two structures. The two shields 

are joined by a relatively wide inner cycle of subvertical elements visible on the 

granules arranged in no discernible order. No traces of cross bars on the plat

forms are visible. 

Size: 3,5-5 p.m. 
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Remarks: 

S. thiersteini rs similar to S. loweii (BUKRY) in size and in the shape of the 
central area structure. Unlike S. loweii, however, the central area structure is 
solid with no evidence of cross bars or slits between cross bars. The preservation 
of the several specimens observed is sufficiently good to discount the possibility 
that the solid central area platform resulted from diagenetic overgrowths which 
obscured an original bar structure thereby giving the appearance of an original 
solid platform. S. thiersteini is distinguished from S. falklandensis by its 
smaller size. 

Type level: 

Aptian. Occurrence: Observed only in the Aptian braarudosphaerid-micrantholith 
chalk Sample 330-3-2, 115 em. 

Type locality: 

Falkland Plateau . DSDP leg 36. Sample 330-3-2, 115 em. 

Depository: 

U. S. National Museum, Washington D. C. 
Holotype: USNM 240477; paratypes : USNM 240478, 240479 . 

Author: 

Filewicz M. V., WindS. W. and WiseS . W. in WiseS. W. and Wind F. H ., 1976, 
p. 311; pl. 64, figs . 5, 6; pl. 65, figs. 1, 2. 

Reference: 

Mesozoic and Cenozoic calcareous nannofossils recovered by DSDP Leg 36 
drilling on the Falkland Plateau, southwest Atlantic sector of the southern ocean. 
Initial Reports of the Deep Sea Drilling Project, vol. 36, pp. 269-491, 89 pls., 
3 figs ., 7 tbs. 
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